
Election 2020 Overview and 117th 
Congress Outlook 

November 11, 2020

The webinar will begin at 2:00 pm ET. Please make sure you are dialed in 
to the webinar on your telephone with the audio pin. 
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Housekeeping
1. Speakers will present for around 50 minutes 

2. Q&A will take the remainder of the time 
• You can submit written questions using the Questions tab on your 

dashboard to the right of your screen at any time during the webinar 
• During the Q&A session, you can use the “raise hand” feature on 

your dashboard to ask a live question. Please make sure you have 
dialed in on the telephone and used your audio pin to connect so 
that we can hear you clearly. 

3. Webinar is being recorded 
• Slides and recording will be available on the NAACOS website within 

24 hours. You will receive an email when they are available.
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Allison Brennan
Senior Vice President of 
Government Affairs
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Jennifer Gasperini
Director of Regulatory and Quality 
Affairs 
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Robert Daley
Legislative Director
Polsinelli

David Pittman
Health Policy and Communications 
Advisor
NAACOS



Election 2020: What do we know?
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U.S. House
Democrats are 

projected to retain 
control of the House 
of Representatives 
but will not expand 

their majority.  

President
Former Vice 

President Joe Biden 
was declared the 

President-elect over 
the weekend. 

U.S. Senate
Control of the Senate 

will likely be 
determined by two 
runoff elections in 
Georgia on Jan. 5. 



2020 Electoral College
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Champion of Value in Health Care Award
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U.S. House Election
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U.S. Senate Election
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Balance of Power
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Divided 
Government   

Unified 
Government  



Dates to Watch
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• Congress Returns for Lame Duck Session
Senate: Nov. 9
House: Nov. 16 

• U.S. Supreme Court Affordable Care Act Case – Nov. 10 
• House Democrat and Republican Leadership Elections – Begin Nov. 17 
• House Democrat Committee Chair Elections – Begin Nov. 30 
• FY2021 Appropriations Expire – Dec. 11
• Electoral College meets to cast ballots – Dec. 14 
• Beginning of 117th Congress – Jan. 3, 2021
• Georgia Senate Runoff Elections – Jan. 5, 2021 
• Inauguration Day – Jan. 20, 2021



Congressional Lame Duck Agenda
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COVID-19 Relief 

Fiscal 2021 Appropriations & Health Extenders  

Leadership Elections & Presidential Transition  



Cabinet and Senior Appointments
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Department Potential Nominee 

HHS • Representative Karen Bass (D-CA-37), Chair of Congressional Black Caucus 
• Representative Pramila Jayapal (D-WA-7), Co-Chair of Progressive Caucus 
• Governor Michelle Lujan Grisham (D-NM), Former House Member 
• Pete Buttigieg, Former Mayor of South Bend, Indiana 
• Ezekiel Emanuel, Senior Health Advisor under President Obama 
• Vivek Murthy, Surgeon General under President Obama 
• Jack Markell, Former Delaware Governor 
• Jeffery Zients, Former Economic Director under President Obama

CMS • Andy Slavitt, Acting CMS Administrator under President Obama 
• Mandy Cohen, COO and Chief of Staff at CMS 
• Andrea Palm, Senior Advisor at HHS and White House under President Obama 

FDA • Josh Sharfstein, Principal Deputy Commissioner of FDA under President Obama 



Biden Administration Regulatory Agenda
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ACA 
Insurance 
Reforms 

Health 
Transparency 

340B

Behavioral 
Health Parity 

Drug Prices 

Value-Based
Care Models 



117th Congress Healthcare Priorities and Committee Leadership Predictions 

14

Senate Health, Education, 
Labor, and Pensions 

Richard Burr (R-NC); Patty Murray (D-WA)
Susan Collins (R-ME) 

Rand Paul (R-KY)

House Energy and Commerce
Frank Pallone (D-NJ); Cathy McMorris Rodgers 

(R-WA)
Michael Burgess (R-TX) 

Bob Latta (R-OH)  

Senate Finance 
Mike Crapo (R-ID); Ron Wyden (D-OR)

House Ways and 
Means

Richard Neal (D-MA); Kevin Brady (R-TX) 

COVID-19

Insurance Reforms
Drug Prices

Surprise Billing 
Telehealth 

Supply Chain 
CMS Payment Reform



COVID-19

15

Stimulus 
• $500B to $3.4T
• Testing & Vaccines 
• PPP Funding 
• Provider Funds 
• Behavioral Health 
• Health Workforce 
• State and Local Aid 

Task Force
• 100-Day Supply 

Chain Review
• Made in America
• Stockpiles 
• Tax and Trade  

Telehealth 
• Emergency Waivers
• Repeal of 1834(m) 

Restrictions 
• Broadband 



Insurance Reform
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Congressional Proposals  

SCOTUS Case 

Administration Actions  



Drug Prices & Surprise Billing
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Drug 
Prices 

• Price Negotiation vs. 
• Part D Reform 

Surprise 
Billing 

• Rate Setting vs. 
• Arbitration 



Questions 
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